October, 1976 


Since the publication of this book in December 1971, no new dies have been 
discovered to my knowledge. Also, no new combinations of previously known 
dies have been discovered. 


For the year 1794 Varieties #3, § 4, #5 and #6 are now known with large edge 
lettering as illustrated on Page 6. All of these Subvarieties are R-8 at 
the present time. It is interesting to note that Varieties #4 and #5 were 
previously mentioned as existing by Commodore W. C. Eaton in the "Numismatist" 
for November 1921. 

V** 

In the year 1795 a specimen of Variety is now known to exist without edge 
lettering. JBS SiHwiwdwwwd- . I do not consider 

this to be a new Subvariety as explained on Pages VIII and 17. 


Rarity on a number of Variety has decreased and as time goes on there will 
probably be further decreases. Listed below are Varieties which have 
changed since publication. 


Date Variety # Present Estimate of Rarity 


1794 4 

1794 5 

1795 6b 

1802 1 

1803 4 

1804 1 

1804 2 

1804 3 

1804 4 

1804 5 

1804 7 

1805 2 

1805 3 

1806 2 

1806 3 

1808 1 

1809 1 

1809 2 

1809 3 

1809 6 

1810 1 

1825 1 

1832 1 


3 

4 
6 
6 
3 

3 
7 

Delisted as Variety 

5 

4 

5 

6 

5 
4 

6 
7 
6 
3 
1 
1 
2 
3 
2 







RARITY AND CONDITION CENSUS 


17 93 


1794 


NOVEMBER 1977 


* Denotes Change in Rarity from 
AMERICAN HALF CENTS 


(u) 

Denotes Variety or 

Subvariety not 

: Listed 

in 

AMERICAN HALF CENTS 


CMM# 

Rarity 

MS 

AUNC EF 

VF 

F 

VG _G FR 

Unknown 

1 

3* 

3 

2 2+ 





2 

3 

3 

3 1 + 





3 

3 

4 

2 1 + 





4 

3 

3 

4+ 





la 

3 

1 

4 2+ 





lb 

7 



3 

2 

1 1 

1 

2a 

2 


3 4+ 





2b 

7 


1 


I 

2 2 

2 

3a 

6 



3 

3 

1 + 


3b 

8 (u) 




1 



4a 

3* 

4 

2 1 + 





4b 

8(u) 




2 



5a 

4* 

1 

2 

4+ 




5b 

8(u) 



1 




6 

6 



2 

6 



6b 

8 (u) 




1 



7 

6 

1 

1 1 

1 

3 + 



8 

5* 


1 1 

3 

2 + 



9 

2 

3 

2 2+ 
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CMM0 

Rarity 

MS 

AUNC 

EF 

VF 

F 

VC _G 

FR 

Unknown 

1795 

1 

2 

6 

1 + 








2a 

3 

4 

1 

1 

1+ 






2b 

7 

1 

1 


1 

5 

L 

2 



3 

5* 


1 

2 

2 

2+ 





4 

3 

1 

6 








5a 

4 

1 

1 

5+ 







5b 

5 

1 

2 

1 

3 + 






6a 

2 

3 

4 








6b 

6* 




2 

2 

3+ 



1796 

1 

6 

3 



1 

3+ 





2 

5 

7 








1797 

1 

2 

3 

4+ 








2 

4 

2 

3 

2+ 







3a 

4 


1 

3 

3+ 






3b 

5 



1 

6+ 






3c 

7 






3 4 

2 


1800 

1 

2 

7 + 

1802 

1 

6* 




1 

5 

1 + 




2 

3 



1 

6+ 





1803 

1 

1 

6 

1+ 








2 

5 


1 

1 

5+ 






3 

1 

7 + 









4 

3* 

4 

3+ 
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1804 


1805 


1896 


1807 


CMMft 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 


Rarity 

3* 


5* 

4* 

2 

5* 

1 

2 

1 

4 

2 

1 


MS AUNC 
2 2 


EF 
3 + 


(Doubtful as a Variety) 

1 4 

1 3 3 + 

7 + 

6 
4 

7 + 

2 

7 + 

7 + 


1 

1 + 
3 + 


1 1 

2 6 * 

3 5* 

4 2 


6 + 

4+ 


1 1 

2 4 * 

3 6* 

4 1 


7 + 

2 5+ 
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1808 

1809 

1810 

1811 

1825 

1 826 

1 828 

1829 


C.HMft Rarity 

1 7* 

2 3 

3 1 


VF 

1 


not 

1 verif 


1 

7 + 


6 * 

3* 

1 * 

3 

1 

1 * 


2 

7 + 
6 

7 + 
7+ 


3* 

1 


5+ 

6+ 


5 

7+ 


7 + 
4 


6 

5 

7 + 


1 + 
2 + 
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I 


CMM# Rarity 

1831 1 7 

MS AUNC EF VF F VG G FR Unknowr 

13 3 4 

1832 1 2* 

2 1 

3 1 

7 + 

7 + 

6 1 + 

1833 1 1 

7 + 

1834 1 1 

7 + 

1835 1 1 

2 1 

7 + 

7 + 

- — ___ 

1849 1 2 

7 + 

1850 1 2 

7 + 

1851 1 1 

7 + 

1853 1 1 

7 + 

1854 1 1 

7 + 

1855 1 1 

7 + 

1856 1 1 

7 + 

1857 1 2 

7 + 
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1-793 Cohen 1, Gilbert 4, Breen 1 


Condition Census 


MS- 65 S.H. Chapman "F.R. Alvord" 6/r924:8 @$ 65 . - Stack's "Anderson- 
Dupont" 11/1954:1029 @$675- - H. Bareford. Graded "MS- 65 , 
partly faded mint color. Perfect die." in the New Netherlands 
6l st sale 1970:110 in their delineation of the Census. Present 
whereabouts unknown. 

MS-? H. Chapman "J.G. Mills" 1904:1400. Present whereabouts unknown. 

MS-? Stack's "Alto" 12/1970:513. plated. Derived from an early B. 

Max Mehl sale where it was described as "...magnificent Uncir¬ 
culated specimen, perfectly centered, with beautiful medium 
light brown glossy surface. Perfect beaded borders..." Present 
whereabouts unknown. 

MS-? B. Max Mehl "S.H. McVitty" 3/1938:1. This piece could quite be 
the "Alto" specimen. Present whereabouts unknown. 

MS-? American Auction Association "S. Herstal" 2/1974:840, minor rim 
dings. Said to have been obtained from a prominent British 
museum. Broken die, with F AME break on reverse. Present where¬ 
abouts unknown. 

AU-50 Madison Coin Box. In the collection of a Pennsylvania collector. 

AU-50 Chapman brothers "H.P. Smith" 5/1906:1188,- H. Chapman "G.H. 

Earle" 1912:3600 - Dr. T. Hall - Virgil Brand - B.G. Johnson - 
Dr. J. Hewitt Judd - Kosoff's "Illustrated History":15a - Lester 
Merkin "Louis Helfenstein" 3/1968:3. This coin was originally 
graded EF in the "Smith" sale, upgraded by H. Chapman to Mint 
State in the "Earle" sale, and thereafter it was regraded to AU. 
Planchet defect from middle curl to rim. Broken die. The iden¬ 
tical piece described in Proskey's 1879-1883 COIN COLLECTOR'S 
JOURNAL serial. Present whereabouts unknown. 

AU-50 Possibly derived from England, clean early die state. In the 
collection of a Midwest collector. 

AU-? New England Rare Coin Galleries Catalogue Volume 2, graded as 
AU-50. Present whereabouts unknown. 

AU-? A. Kosoff "1968 ANA Convention Sale":1710. Present whereabouts 
unknown. 

AU-? Lester Merkin sale 6/1972:93. Present whereabouts unknown. 

AU-? Stack’s "Metropolitan New York Numismatic Convention" 1962:160. 
Present whereabouts unknown. 

AU-? Stack's "R.E. Cox, Jr." 4/1962:160 @$ 875 . Present whereabouts 
unknown. 


1793 C-l continued 


AU-? Stack's "Brobston" 1963 ? - Stack's "R.L. Tollett" 4/1971*1. 

Pfeffer lists the "Tollett" coin as being ex - "Davis"- Lester 
Merkin sale 1969 . The "Tollett" coin has a perfect reverse, 
but the "Davis" coin has the broken reverse, indicating that 
the "Tollett" coin is one of the "Brobston" coins sold prior 
to the Stack's 1963 listing, as some are presumed to have been. 
Present whereabouts unknown. 

EF-45 Stack's "R.T. Davis" 2/1968:1 - Lester Merkin sale 3 / 1969 : 590 . 

F AME break. Cleaned. Present whereabouts unknown. 

EF-45 New Netherlands 6lst "Dr. Angus C. Black" 6/1970:110 @$1600., 
plated. 

EF-40 Originally from England, perfect die. In the R.H. Norweb col¬ 
lection. 

EF-40 From J.H. Clapp, perfect die. In the Eliasberg collection. 
References - 

Public Auction sale, Lester Merkin, March 6th & 7th, 1968 . 

New Netherland Coin Company, Inc. 6lst sale (1970). 

The Alto Collection, Stack's, December 11, 12, 1970. 

The Estate of Raymond L. Tollett, Stack's, April 2,3, 1971. 

The Magnificent Stanislaw Herstal Collection, American Auc¬ 
tion Association, February 7,8,9, 1974. 

"Catalogue Sales of the Circulating Half Cents" by Milton 
B. Pfeffer. Published in PENNY-WISE, Volume VIII, No. 

1, pages 5 and 6. 1974. 

"Half Cent Catalogue Sales: Addenda" by Milton B. Pfeffer. 
Published in PENNY-WISE, Volume IX, No. 6, pages 298 
and 299. 1975. 


1793 Cohen 2, Gilbert 3> Breen 2 • Condition Census 


MS-65 H. Chapman "J.G. Mills" 1904:1399 - Bookman - McCloskey. 
Present whereabouts unknown. 

MS-60 Originally from a private collector. In the collection of a 
California collector. 

MS-60 H. Chapman "G.H. Earle" 1912:3599 - New Netherlands 44th 
"Ryder" 6/1954:259 @$315- - Showers - Werner - Superior - 
Flynn. Present whereabouts unknown. The reverse of this 
coin is illustrated on the Gilbert plate. IVsml furo \xaam U 

A*-**J? ctnkA . tie u iM a 

MS-? James Kelly "1951 ANA Sale":850. Present whereabouts unknown. 

AU-55 Unknown pedigree. In the collection of a Midwest collector. ^ 

AU-50 Ex Parsons. Believed in the collection of a Colonial specia¬ 
list. 

EF-45 Unknown pedigree. In the collection of an Illinois collector. 

EF-45 Harold P. Newlin - Garrett collection - Johns Hopkins Univer¬ 
sity - Bowers & Ruddy "Garrett Part 1" 11/1979 si* Present 
whereabouts unknown. 

EF-40 Unknown pedigree. In the collection of a California collector 
References - 

"Catalogue Sales of the Circulating Half Cents" by Milton B. 
Pfeffer. Published in PENNY-WISE, Volume VIII, No. 1, page 
5* 1974. 

"Half Cent Catalogue Sales: Addenda" by Milton B. Pfeffer. 
Published in PENNY-WISE, Volume IX, No. 6, page 298. 1975* 

New Netherlands Coin Company, Inc. 44th sale (1954). 


1793 Cohen 3» Gilbert 1, Breen 3 


Condition Census 


MS-65 In a Midwest collec¬ 
tion. SV\o\uCt9 (Tke, AO 5b JtL 1X1$ uww A 

Ho idta ''"'ima ftjiAtVbW- ~f\xK/> 5' v '-*- 

MS-63 Originally from England. Reportedly in a California col¬ 
lection. 

MS -63 T.J. Clarke - Numismatic Gallery "C.M. Williams" 1950 - Bare- 
ford. Present whereabouts unknown. 

MS -63 Unknown pedigree. Reportedly in the collection of a famous 
numismatic researcher. 

MS-60 C. Steigerwalt - New Netherlands 39th "Pawling" 11/1952:73 

@$160. - Stack's "J. Brobston" 1963 @$1750. - Stack's "Charles 
Jay" 10/l967s80 @$1800. Planchet clip at 2-3 o'clock, not 
affecting the beaded border or design. Present whereabouts 
unknown. 

MS-? Webb 4/1944:206. Present whereabouts unknown. 

MS-? Chapman brothers "R.B. Winsor" 1895*1000 - S.H. Chapman "D.S. 
Wilson" 1907:985. Present whereabouts unknown. 

MS-? Chapman brothers "C. Morris" 1905*857 - H. Chapman "A.W. Jack- 
man" 1918:851. Present whereabouts unknown. 

AU-50 Showers - Werner - Superior - Flynn. Present whereabouts un¬ 
known. 

EF-40 C. Steigerwalt - New Netherlands 44th "Hillyer Ryder" 6/1954: 
260 @$112.50. Present whereabouts unknown. 

EF-40 Eliasberg collection. Prior pedigree unknown. 

EF-40 Unknown pedigree. In a California collection. 

The Brobston coin is reddish brown, the "Pawling" coin is 
"perfectly centered and well struck". The NN 39th sale states 
that "one of about four known in that condition" and that the 
C-3 in the Eliasberg collection grades only Extra Fine. There 
are numerous pieces in AU; Pfeffer lists approximately seven. 

References - 

New Netherlands Coin Company, Inc. 44th sale (1954). 

New Netherlands Coin Company, Inc. 39th sale (1952). 

"Catalogue Sales of the Circulating Half Cents" by Milton B. 
Pfeffer. Published in PENNY-WISE, Volume VIII, No. 1, 
pages 3 and 4. 1974 . 

"Half Cent Catalogue Sales: Addenda" by Milton B. Pfeffer. 

Published in PENNY-WISE, Volume IX, No. 6, page 297- 1975. 
Private correspondence and conversations. 


1793 Cohen 4, Gilbert 2, Breen 4 


MS-60 Stack’s "J. Brobston" 1963 @$2500. - Stack’s "E.H. Gardner" 
1965*1109* Present whereabouts unknown. 

MS-? Stack’s "Milton A. Holmes" 10/1960:1283 @$ 875 . Present 
whereabouts unknown. 

MS-? Dr. C.A Allenburger - B. Max Mehl "Royal sale" 3/1948:31. 
Present whereabouts unknown. 


MS 66 'Ag^SPfr'Showers - Werner - Superior 

ATT ^ ^ & teO iO , 

AU-50 Rodney T. Groves - _ 

nard Turkus" 6/81:1. Sold to Jerry Cohen for $25*000. 


idwest collection. u 

ijM 2^- , 

a ^ fv/*. ka f 1 _ to// 




AU -50 Prior pedigree unknown. In;a Maryland collection. 

AU-? Stack's 11/1968:447. Present whereabouts unknown. 

40/60 T.L. Elder "W.M. Woodin" 3/1911*797 - New Netherlands 44th 
"Hillyer Ryder" 6/1954:261 @$170. Present whereabouts un¬ 
known. 


EF-40 New Netherlands 56 th 6/1962:413 @$810. Present whereabouts 
unknown. 


EF-40 Prior pedigree unknown. In a New Jersey collection. 

The reverse of the Woodin-Ryder specimen is illustrated on 
the Gilbert plates., The coin was also illustrated on Plate 
23 of the 1914 A.N.S. Exhibition Catalogue. 

Pfeffer lists the "Gardner" coin as being ex-Steigerwalt- 
Brobston-Jay. As this information has not been confirmed, 
perhaps this coin is the MS -60 Cohen 3 . 
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CATALOGUE SALES OF THE CIR '.ULATING HALF CENTS, Part 3. 

j | Milton B. Pfeffer 

1 796 G—1 , CMM #2 

Uncirculated grades : (1) Anderson-Dupont 1053 (Stack’s 1954) MS 65, 
believed to be the McCoy-Levick-Zanoni-Miller-Newcomb-Green coin; (2) H. 
Ryder 274 (NN 44, 1954) MS60, ex-Ellsworth collection, 1922, believed to 
come from G. M. Klein collection (W. E. Woodward, May, 1888); (3) J. 
Brobston (Stack's, 1963) described as equal to Anderson-Dupont and superior 
to Ryder. 

AU grades: (4) T. L. Elder 99 (13th sale, 1907) probably AU; (5) A-Mark 
catalogue, December, 1972. 

EF grades: (6) W. B. Guy 909 (H. Chapman, 1911); (7) "World's Greatest 
Collection" 335 (Numismatic Galleries, 1945); (8) Dr. C. A. Allenburger 402 
(B.M. Mehl, 1948), and B.M. Mehl 12 (114th sale, 1951); (9) Kreisberg and 
Schulman 825 (1 966) "virtually" EF . 

VF grades: (1 0) R . B. Winsor 1013 (Chapman Bros., 1 895); (11) G. H . 
Earle 3610 (H. Chapman, 1912) graded F, and Dr. D. W. Valentine 467 
(T. L. Elder, 1927) as VF; (12) B. E. Roach 3253 (B.M. Mehl, 1944), W. W. 
Neil 2206 (B.M. Mehl, 1947) graded VF over G-F in both sales; (13) T. J. 
Clarke 450 (A. Kosoff, 1956) ex-B. H. Collins-Wm. F. Dunham from Lincoln 
of London in 1890; (14) Metropolitan N.Y. Numismatic Convention 166 
(Stack's, 1962); (15) R LE. Cox 1 66 (Stack's, 1962) ex-Collier; (16) Million 
Dollar Auction 2A (Federal Brand, 1963). 

These specimens range from MS65 (Anderson-Dupont) to "not quite G3" 

(M. A. Stickney 1686, H. Chapman, 1907) appearing again in NN 59th sale 
1119 (1967). The Brobston coin is described as having a "full proof surface" . 
Colors have a similar range from faded Mint red (Brobston) to black (Alvord). 
Off-center strikes are known, as are specimens with clipped flans. 

Boldly impressed coins are mentioned, as are strikes with weak borders 
(Ryder) or weak reverse centers (Stickney, R . T . Herdegen 1 61 , Schulman 
Coin and Mint, 1973). 

1796 G—2, CMM #1 

Uncirculated grades : (1) R. B. Winsor 1012 (Chapman Bros, 1895); 

(2) H . C. Miller 1 032 (T . L. Elder, 191 7); (3) G . H . Earle 3609 (H . C. 

Chapman, 1912) ex-Ellsworth, and W. C. Atwater 129 (B.M. Mehl 108th sale, 
1946); (4) Anderson-Dupont 1054 (Stack's 1954) MS65 ex-Virgil Brand, said 
to be equal to the Eliasberg and Showers coin. 

VF grades: (5) Merkin 596 (3/1969) ex—Carl Wurtzbach, Virgil Brand, 

Dr. William Sheldon, Henry Chapman. 

F grades : (6) A. Kosoff 1454 (ANA 1953) graded VF but considered F in 
the Hillyer Ryder catalogue; (7) H. Ryder 275 (NN 44, 1954) FI 5, "fourth nicest 
example extant", ex-David Proskey; (8) Davis-Graves 87 (Stack's, 1954) 
graded F over VG; (9) J. Brobston (Stack's, 1963) and in Century sale 61 
Paramount, 1965); (10) H. C. Kingman 5 (Stack's, 1967) and R. L. Miles 8 
(Stack's, 1969). 
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VG grades : (11) P . Mougey 291 T.L. Elder, 1910); (12)C.M. 

Williams 689 (Numismatic Galleries, 1950). 

Planchets come pitted and porous (Kingman-Miles; Brobston). Some¬ 
times the obverse border is not struck up at the right (Dupont), and sometimes 
the reverse center is weak from die sinking (Ryder). Some surfaces are 
called proof or almost proof (Winsor, Earle, Miller, Atwater). Colors range 
from light olive with traces of red on both sides (Earle) to dark brown (Ryder). 
The Ryder coin is illustrated in the Gilbert plate. 

1 797 G-1 , CMM #3b 

The lettered edge variety of this year was first described in the Levitt, 
Strebeigh & Company catalogue of the Joseph J. Mickley collection, the pro¬ 
perty of W. Elliot Woodward, October 28, 1867, where it was thought to be 
"of the highest rarity, probably unique" (lot 2083). A good many must have 
come to light fairly soon after, because the 16th edition of Scott's STANDARD 
CATALOGUE No. 5 (1890) reflected a stock of these lettered edge coins in 
Fair and Good, but not higher. 

EF grades: (1) NN 61 sale 114 (1970). 

VF grades: (2) W. Newcomber 3404 (sale?). The NN 61st sale catalogue 
wonders if this is the same coin once offered by Sidney Smith. An apparently 
similar grade coin was offered by Mulford B. Simons, Jr. (Penn Valley) in 
COIN WORLD, 10/10/73, and may be the same; (3) G. H. Hall 105 (Stack's, 
1945); (4) NN 56th sale 420 (1962) VF25 "where struck up"; (5) J. Brobston 
(Stack's, 1963) offered again as L. Merkin 597 (March, 1969); (6) "Million 1 
Dollar Sale" 779 (Harmer, Rooke, 1969) VF20; (7) Alto collection 516 
(Stack's, 1970); (8) F. H. Masters 4 (Rarcoa, 1971). 

F. grades.- (9) F.R. Alvord 58 (S . H. Chapman, 1924); M. F. Higgy 
1116 (Numismatic Galleries, 1 943) F over VG; (11)W.W. Neil 2207 (B.M. 
Mehl, 1947) F over VF; (12) F. W. Geiss 281 (B.M.Mehl, 1947) F over VG; 
(13)C.M. Williams 690 (Numismatic Galleries, 1950); (14) B.M. Mehl 13 
(114th sale, 1951); (15) H. Ryder 277 (NN 44, 1954) not quite F12;(17)L.G. 
Lahrman 55 (A. Kosoff, 1963) ex-David Proskey and D. O. Hughes 42 (Stack's, 
1948), as VG; (18) J. Brobston, another specimen, (Stack's, 1963); 

(19) Kreisberg and Schulman 826 (1966); (20) L. Markin 36 (September, 1968); 
(21) A. Champa 590 (American Auction Association, 1972) F over G—VG. 

VG grades: (22) T.L. Elder 210 (2/25/1909); (23) Dr. G. P. French 355 
(T.L. Elder, 1917); (24) B. E. Roach 3256 (B. M. Mehl, 1944); (25) Anderson- 
Dupont 1056 (Stack's, 1954); (B.M. Mehl 8 (10/25/55); (27) E. Bostic 8 
(Stack's, 1956); (28) "Million Dollar Auction" 3 (Federal Brand, 1963); 

(29) Century sale 63 (Paramount, 1965); (30) L. Merkin 95 (March, 1967); 

(31) A. Shuford 135 (A. Kosoff, 1968). 

G grades : (32) J . J . Mickley 2083 (Levitt, Strebeigh & Co ., 1867); 

(33) J. C. Randall 519 (T. Birch & Son, 1868); (34) P. Gschwend 696 (T.L. 
Elder, 1908); (35) R. E. Brown 464 (T. L. Elder, 1918); (36) Dr. D. W. 
Valentine 468 (T . L. Elder, 1927); (37) "World's Greatest Collection" 338 
(Numismatic Galleries, 1945); (38) Donlon sale 1643 (A. Kosoff, 1956). 
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The 1797 G-1 , CMM #3b is one of '.he varieties which is notorious for 
its poor specimens. "Not a very prepossessing or handsome coin" said B. 

Max Mehl, and he was trying to make a sale. 

There is a frequent weakness which is seen at the right side of the coin, 
on the top, both obverse and reverse (Brobston-Merkin, March, 1969; 
Anderson-Dupont; Masters; Ryder; and Kreisberg and Schulman). The 
Merkin catalogue for March, 1969, attributed this to an out-of-plane alignment 
of the dies. The date is sometimes bolder than the over-all garde of the coin, 
as in B. M. Mehl 8 (10/25/55), H.O. Granberg 540 (B. M. Mehl, 1919), and 
T. L. Elder 2711 (June, 1932). 

The planchets are often rough, porous, and pitted. One specimen is on 
an unusually thin flan, weight not given (L. Merkin 95, March, 1967), which 
is believed to be a re-processed, misstruck large cent, as are a number of 
other specimens (Alvord 60, G. Schwend 696, Lahrman 55, NN 61 sale 114, 
and Brobston). The Brobston example is a 1798 large cent, identified as 
either S-160 or S-161 , which of course has emission sequence implications. 

Despite the large number of sales, die break information is sparse. The 
Merkin 95 (March, 1967) is said to represent an early die state because 
(1) the area from chin to border is bulged but not broken, and (2) there is no 
reverse crack. The progress of the die breaks may be difficult to trace be¬ 
cause of the poor quality of these coins. 

The weights, where given, show a broad range from the NN 61st sale 114 
(EF40 to 45), which is 84.20 grains, to the Brobston-Merkin (March, 1969) 

597 (VF), which is either 96.5 or 96.1 grains. The colors are not remarkable: 
shades of brown, dark gray, and dark steel. One is black (Major R. L. 
Lambert 687, S. H. Chapman, 1910). Off-center strikes are common. No 
specimens were described as lustrous. Possibly the poor quality flans dis¬ 
couraged early collectors from adding this variety to their cabinets. 

The Ryder-Brobston coin is illustrated in the Gilbert plate. 

1797 G-2, CMM #3a 

EF grades: (1)M.A. Stickney 1687? (H. Chapman, 1907), J.S. Jenks 
6246 (H. Chapman, 1921), "very small light dent before chin". R.T. Davis 3 
(Stack's, 1968) may be the same coin since it is said to have a tiny nick before 
the chin and is also EF, but the Davis photo is not good enough to make a 
positive identification; (2) H. Ryder 278 (NN 44, 1954), J. Brobston (Stack's, 
1963) graded EF40 in both sales. 

VF grades: (3) Anderson—Dupont 1055 (Stack's, 1954) VF25; (4) Hathaway 
& Bowers (March, 1970); (5) Quality Sales Corporation 12 (March, 1972). 

F grades : (6) L. Merkin 96 (March, 1967) FI 5. 

VG grades: (7) F.R. Alvord 62 (S . H. Chapman, 1924); (8) F. R. Alvord 
63 (S. H. Chapman, 1924). 

Significantly, four of these coins are visibly overstruck on large cent 
planchets - Alvord 63, Davis, and Hathaway & Bowers, the dates undetermined, 
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and Anderson-Dupont on a 1798 S-164. 

Porosity is common. The colors are shades of brown, steel, and black¬ 
ish. Off-center impression exist. 

1797 CMM #3c (gripped edge ) 

Five offerings: (1) M . A . Stickney 1 688 (H . Chapman, 1907), Fair, "bad 
scratch on top of head"; (2) J. S. Jenks 62.45 (H. Chapman, 1921), Good, 

"struck low, so millin is off on lower edge"; (3) D. O. Hughes 43 (Stack's, 
1948), Fair to Good, "milled edge variety; was over-struck, but cannot 
deciper; sharp"; (4) L. Merkin 37 (9/1968), Fine, finest known - "very 
slightly exceeding the Jenks-Norweb piece"; (5) R. S . Cohen, Jr. (FPL No. 1) 
1972. Fair3. "Only eight specimens known to me." 

1797 G—3, CMM #2 

Uncirculated grades : (1) T . Cleneay 1944 (Chapman Bros., 1890) and, 
from description, probably appeared again as J. G. Mills 1410 (H. Chapman, 
1904); (2) P. Mougey 292 (T. L. Elder, 1910), H. Ryder 280 (NN 44, 1954) 
where it was graded "about" AU55; (3) G. E. Chatillon 1640 (B. M . Mehl, 

1938). 

AU grades: In addition to the Mougey coin above, (4) Haseltine sale 852 
(Bangs & Co., 1880); (5)W. Raymond 11 (May, 1915). 

EF grades: (6) R . B. Winsor 1014 (Chapman Bros., 1895); (7) W. B. 

Hale 261 (B.M. Mehl, 1939); (8)M.A. Holmes 1287 (Stack's, 1960); 

(9) S. W. Wolfson 4 (Stack's, 1963); (10) R. L. Miles 10 (Stack's, 1969); 

(11) Bowers and Ruddy Review No. 18 (1973). 

VF grades: (12) Dr. G. P. French 356 (U.S. Coin Co. , 1917) as F, 

L. G. Lahrman 56 (A. KOsoff, 1963); (13) F. R. Alvord 65 (S. H. Chapman, 
1924); (14) Anderson-Dupont 1063 (Stack's, 1954); (15) J. Brobston (Stack’s, 
1963); (16) Grant-Pierce 5 (Stack's, 1965); (17) Jess Peters 1682 (ANA 1973). 

F grades : (18) F. R . Alvord 64 (S . H . Chapman, 1924); (1 9) Dr. D . W. 
Valentine 472 (T. L. Elder, 1927); (20) C . M. Williams 691 (Numismatic 
Galleries, 1950); (21) L. Merkin 38 (9/1968); (22) L. Merkin 39 (9/1968). 

Both the Mougey and Chatillon coins are described as being "medium 
olive" in color and uncirculated. Possibly they are one and the same coin. 

The Cleneay-Mills specimen is described as light-brown with traces of red. 

Three coins are said to be overstruck on Talbot Allum & Lee tokens 
(Wolfson, Bowers and Ruddy, and Alvord 65). A fourth, on a thick flan which 
weighs 98.4 grains, is said to be struck either on a large cent or a Talbot 
Allum & Lee token. 

Some of the coins are "poorly struck up", in the words of the Anderson- 
Dupont cataloguer. The Dr. French-Lahrman specimen was said by Kosoff to 
be "poorly struck on a 'tired old planchet'". Other examples, however, are 
sharply struck, and they have a broad border. Porosity and corrosion are 
sometimes present, as usual. No new die breaks were reported, only the crack 
over UN. 
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The Dr. George P. French sale of December 5, 1917 noted an important 
characteristic: "A weakness at end of LIBERTY and on corresponding part 
of reverse, peculiar to the variety" . This weakness is seen so often that it 
is surprising not to find it mentioned more often. 

The Mougey-Ryder obverse is illustrated in Gilbert. 

1797 G—4, CMM #1 

Uncirculated grades : (1)C.I. Bushnell 2769 (Chapman Bros., 1882), 

A. W. Jackman 862 (H. Chapman, 1918); (2) H. P. Smith 1195 (Chapman Bros. 
1906); (3) M . A . Stickney 1690 (H . Chapman, 1907); (4) H . C . Miller 1033 
(T . L . Elder, 1917); (5) .B. E. Roach 3254 (B. M . Mehl, 1944); (6)B.M. 

Mehl 14 (114th sale, 1951); (7) Anderson-Dupont 1058 (Stack’s, 1954); 

(8) "Million Dollar Sale" 781 (Harmer, Rooke, 1969). 

AU grades: (9) P. Gschwend 694 (T. L. Elder, 1908); (10) T. L. Elder 
2155 (4/11/1925); (11) J . Brobston (Stack's, 1963); (1 2) S . W. Wolfson 5 
(Stack's, 1963); (13) R . L. Miles 11 (Stack’s, 1969); (14) A. R. Turini 195 
(Stack’s, 1972); (15) "Terrell" collection 2 (American Auction Association, 
1973). 

EF grades: (16) T. L. Elder 208 (2/25/1909); (17) B.M. Mehl 156 (87th 
sale, 1933); (18).J. Brobston (Stack’s, 1963); (19) ANA 1971 Convention sale 
502 (Stack’s); (20) Robert Marks 11 8 (American Auction Association, 1 972); 
(21) A-Mark (December, 1972); (22) R. T. Herdegen162 (Schulman, 1973). 

VF grades: (23) G. H. Earle 3612 (H . Chapman, 1912), H. Ryder 279 
(NN 44, 1954), FI 2; (24) F. R . Alvord 68 (S . H. Chapman, 1924); (25) C. 

M. Williams 691 A (Numismatic Galleries, 1950) VF25; (26) A. Shuford 137 
(A. Kosoff, 1968; (27) Helfenstein-Judd 103 (L. Merkin, 1968); (28) L. 

Merkin 40 (9/1968). 

There are numerous overstrikes on Talbot Allum & Lee tokens. Two of 
the Brobston coins are identified as being on 1794 tokens, and the other on 
an unidentified TAL. The Merkin 79 (6/1968) is on a 1795 TAL token. The 
Anderson—Dupont and Shuford coins are also on unidentified TAL’s. One 
specimen is reportedly struck on a 1795 half cent (W. B. Guy 911, H* 

Chapman, 1911). One at least one example, the undertype was not decipher¬ 
able (B.M. Mehl 14, 114th sale, 1951). 

Colors run the usual gamut from light brown with traces of red, to dark 
brown. Once again, a "jet black" example can be found (T. L. Elder 208, 
2/25/1 909). 

It is curious that three coins show a reverse weakness, or die sinking, 
at ICA (the Stickney and Elder 208 coins, referred to above, and C . E. 
Gilhousen 4, Superior Galleries, October, 1973). Sometimes, the borders 
are reported not fully struck up, or partly weak (Stickney, Roach). There 
are also reports of a weak reverse center (H. P. Smith) and die sinking at the 
Cap and throat (Earle 3613). 

In a coin with as many die breaks as this variety has, it may hardly be 
worth reporting another. Nevertheless, the "Terrell" adds the following: 
"Another minute die break extends upward and to the right a short distance 
and begins at the top of the first S in STATES" . 

(To be continued) 
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1980 HALF CENT SURVEY 


Richard A. Bilancia 


First of all, let me apologize for not getting the results of this survey 
into the last issue of PENNY-WISE. At the time of the deadline for 
articles to be submitted for publication, I was still receiving inventory 
forms in the mail. 


While 34 half cent collectors did participate in the survey, I am sure 
that there were many others who could have responded but did not do so. 


The actual work in compiling all of the data which follows was kept 
to an absolute minimum by using a TRS-80 Model 11 micro-computer. 
From each of the inventory sheets, the variety and grade for each speci- 
men reported was keyed into the computer and stored. I then wrote a 
single program which provided the summaries below. 


I also thought that it might be interesting to try to quantify the value 
of each collection in much the same manner as that proposed by Dr. 

Sheldon in the epilogue to his book - ”... the perfect cent score. 

310 collectibles .... x 70 of 21 ,700." 


The algorithm I chose to do this computes the sum of all specimens 
in a collection after multiplying the numeric grade by the rarity of the 
particular variety. For example, an 1802 C-1 in VG8 is worth 48 points 
(viz. the grade 8 times the rarity 6). I’m not really sure what this 
proves, but maybe you too will find the results of some interest. 


If you have any questions about the survey which can be answered with¬ 
out my compromising any confidentiality, please let me know. 



SUMMARY 



No. of specimens 

Score 

Total reported 

1 ,412 

98,015 

Average collection 

42 

2,883 

Range observed 

1-109 

100-7,287 
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COLLECTION SUMMARY 


SCORE 

- 

650 

# OF : 

SPECIMENS - 


8 

SCORE 

- 

565 

# OF : 

SPECIMENS - 


10 

SCORE 

- 

1989 

# OF 

SPECIMENS 

- 

47 

SCORE 

- 

1753 

# OF 

SPECIMENS 

- 

79 

SCORE 

- 

1401 

# OF 

SPECIMENS 

- 

22 

SCORE 

- 

2406 

# OF 

SPECIMENS 

- 

36 

SCORE 

- 

7287 

# OF 

SPECIMENS 

- 

101 

SCORE 

- 

741 

# OF 

SPECIMENS - 


20 

SCORE 

- 

2112 

# OF 

SPECIMENS 

- 

33 

SCORE 

- 

1999 

# OF 

SPECIMENS 

- 

60 

SCORE 

- 

107 

# OF 

SPECIMENS - 


3 

SCORE 

- 

288 

# OF 

SPECIMENS - 


11 

SCORE 

- 

4230 

# OF 

SPECIMENS 

_ 

87 

SCORE 

- 

4220 

# OF 

SPECIMENS 

- 

96 

SCORE 

- 

1505 

# OF 

SPECIMENS 

- 

57 

SCORE 

- 

1788 

# OF 

SPECIMENS 

- 

23 

SCORE 

- 

2109 

# OF 

SPECIMENS 

- 

37 

SCORE 

- 

100 

# OF 

SPECIMENS - 


1 

SCORE 

_ 

793 

# OF 

SPECIMENS - 


17 

SCORE 

- 

1930 

# OF 

SPECIMENS 

- 

36 

SCORE 

- 

6375 

# OF 

SPECIMENS 

- 

70 

SCORE 

_ 

3927 

# OF 

SPECIMENS 

- 

96 

SCORE 

- 

3732 

# OF 

SPECIMENS 

- 

109 

SCORE 

- 

3422 

# OF 

SPECIMENS 

- 

93 

SCORE 

- 

2747 

# OF 

SPECIMENS 

- 

72 

SCORE 

- 

1212 

# OF 

SPECIMENS 

- 

42 

SCORE 

- 

105 

# OF 

SPECIMENS - 


2 

SCORE 

- 

2787 

# OF 

SPECIMENS 

- 

66 

SCORE 

- 

252 

# OF 

SPECIMENS - 


22 

SCORE 

- 

299 

# OF 

SPECIMENS - 


12 

SCORE 

- 

464 

# OF 

SPECIMENS - 


11 

SCORE 

- 

154 

# OF 

SPECIMENS - 


5 

SCORE 

- 

121 

# OF 

SPECIMENS - 


10 

SCORE 

- 

855 

# OF 

SPECIMENS - 


18 
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YEAR CMM RARITY NUMBER BEST EIGHT SPECIMENS REPORTED 
# REPORTED 


1793 

1 

3 

4 

20?15?12? 8 

1793 

2 

3 

6 

40?15»10? 8? 6? 4 

1793 

3 

3 

5 

50?25?20? 8? 3 

1793 

4 

3 

1 

20 

1794 

1A 

3 

10 

45? 30? 25? 25? 20? 7? 6? 4 

1794 

IB 

7 

2 

4? 3 

1794 

2 A 

2 

10 

40?30?25?25?12? 12? 8? 6 

1794 

2B 

7 

0 

0 

1794 

3A 

6 

9 

12?12?12? 8? 6? 6? 5? 3 

1794 

3B 

8 

0 

0 

1794 

4A 

3 

12 

20?20?20?12?12?12? 8? 8 

1794 

4B 

8 

0 

0 

1794 

5A 

4 

3 

25?20?10 

1794 

5B 

8 

0 

0 

1794 

6A 

6 

4 

8? 7? 4? 4 

1794 

6B 

8 

0 

0 

1794 

7 

6 

3 

15, 15 ? 10 

1794 

8 

5 

7 

20?12?12?12?10? 8? 4 

1794 

9 

2 

13 

55?30?30?25?20?20?12?12 

1795 

1 

2 

12 

50? 40? 25? 25? 20? 20? 15? 15 

1795 

2 A 

3 

12 

30? 20? 20? 20? 15? 8? 8? 8 

1795 

2B 

7 

1 

15 

1795 

3 

5 

5 

20?12?10?10? 8 

1795 

4 

3 

11 

40? 25? 15? 12? 12? 8? 8? 8 

1795 

5 A 

4 

10 

30?30?30?12?12?12?12?10 

1795 

5B 

5 

9 

20?20?12?12?12? 8? 8? 8 

1795 

6A 

2 

17 

60? 35? 30? 25? 20? 20? 20? 15 

1795 

6B 

6 

5 

10? 6? 4? 3? 3 

1796 

1 

6 

0 

0 

1796 

2 

5 

4 

35?20? 8? 4 

1797 

T 

2 

24 

40? 35? 30? 20? 20? 20? 20? 15 

1797 

2 

4 

14 

50?40?30?25?15?12?12?12 

1797 

3A 

4 

9 

20?20?15?15?10?10? 6? 4 

1797 

3B 

5 

8 

25? 12? 10? 8? 8? 7? 4? 2 

1797 

3C 

7 

0 

0 

1800 

1 

2 

30 

65?63?60?50?50?50?45?40 

1802 

1 

6 

3 

10? 5? 4 

1802 

2 

3 

18 

15?15?15?12?12?12?12?12 

1803 

1 

1 

19 

55? 45? 40? 35? 30? 30? 30? 20 

1303 

2 

5 

13 

20? 15? 10? 8? 8? 8? 7? 7 

1803 

3 

1 

16 

60? 60? 40? 40? 40? 30? 20? 20 

1803 

4 

3 

13 

60? 30? 25? 20? 20?15?15? 12 

1804 

1 

3 

Ub 

30?30?25?20?20?20?15?15 

1804 

2 

7 

1 

6 

1804 

4 

5 

8 

25? 15? 12? 8? 8? 6? 4? 4 

1804 

5 

4 

19 

40? 40? 35? 30? 30? 25? 20? 20 

1804 

6 

2 

35 

50?45?40?40?40?30?30?25 

1804 

7 

5 

14 

30?30?25?15?12?12?12?12 

1804 

8 

1 

22 

65?50?50?50?40?40?40?40 

1804 

9 

2 

24 

55?55?45?40?40?30?30?25 
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year cmm rarity NUMBER PE8T EISMT specimens reported 

# REPORTED 


1804 

10 

1 

27 

60,60 

55,50,50 

45,40 

30 

1804 

11 

4 

17 

45,40 

40,30,30 

30,25 

20 

1804 

12 

2 

18 

65,60 

50,50,45 

40,25 

20 

1804 

13 

1 

31 

63,60 

50,40,40 

40,30 

20 

1805 

1 

1 

21 

60,55 

50,45,45 

40,40 

25 

1805 

2 

6 

6 

10,10, 

8, 6, 4, 

2 


1805 

3 

5 

18 

12, 12 

10,10, 8 

8, 8 

8 

1805 

4 

2 

16 

55,50 

40,35,20 

20, 20 

20 

1806 

1 

1 

25 

65,60 

50,50,50 

45,40 

40 

1806 

2 

4 

16 

35,30 

20,15,12 

12, 12 

12 

1806 

3 

6 

4 

7, 4, 

4, 2 



1806 

4 

1 

21 

63,60 

60,60,60 

45,30 

20 

1807 

1 

2 

38 

65,60 

60,50,50 

50,50 

50 

1808 

1 

7 

0 

0 




1808 

2 

3 

20 

55,45 

25,25,20 

20,20 

20 

1808 

3 

1 

24 

63,60 

50,50,50 

20,20 

20 

1809 

1 

6 

3 

15,10, 

4 



1809 

2 

3 

21 

50,25 

20,20,20 

15,12 

12 

1809 

3 

1 

14 

63,60 

55,50,20 

20, 20 

20 

1809 

4 

3 

11 

50,40 

25,12,12 

8, 8 

8 

1809 

5 

1 

21 

63, 60 

60,55,50 

45,45 

40 

1809 

6 

1 

17 

63,60 

55,45,35 

30,20 

20 

1810 

1 

2 

22 

65,60 

55,50,50 

50,40 

35 

1811 

1 

4 

18 

50,35 

20,20,20 

20, 8 

8 

181 1 

2 

3 

17 

45,30 

30,25,20 

20, 20 

15 

1825 

1 

3 

19 

55,45 

40,40,40 

40,35 

25 

1825 

2 

1 

22 

65,60 

55,55,50 

50,40 

40 

1826 

1 

1 

23 

63,60 

60,55,50 

50,40 

40 

1826 

2 

3 

19 

60,50 

50,45,45 

45,40 

35 

1828 

1 

3 

29 

65,55 

55,50,45 

40,40 

40 

1828 

2 

2 

27 

63,63 

50,50,45 

45,45 

45 

1828 

3 

1 

22 

65,65 

60,60,50 

50,40 

40 

1829 

1 

1 

21 

65,60 

50,50,50 

45,45 

45 

1831 

1 

7 

2 

30,20 




1832 

1 

2 

16 

60, 60 

55,40,40 

40,30 

20 

1832 

2 

1 

16 

60,60 

50,50,45 

40, 40 

40 

1832 

3 

1 

15 

60,60 

60,50,50 

40, 40 

35 

1833 

1 

1 

22 

65,60 

60,60,50 

50,50 

45 

1834 

1 

1 

25 

60,60 

60,55,55 

50,50 

45 

1835 

1 

1 

17 

60,60 

60,60,60 

40,40 

40 

1835 

2 

1 

19 

65,60 

55,50,50 

50,45 

45 

1849 

1 

2 

24 

63,60 

60,60,60 

55,55 

50 

1850 

1 

2 

20 

65,60 

60,55,55 

50,50 

50 

1851 

1 

1 

22 

63,60 

60,55,55 

55,55 

50 

1853 

1 

1 

20 

65,60 

60,60,60 

60,60 

55 

1854 

1 

1 

21 

65,65 

63,60,60 

60,60 

50 

1855 

1 

1 

21 

63,60 

60,60,60 

60,50 

50 

1856 

1 

1 

25 

65,65 

60,60,60 

55,50 

50 

1857 

1 

2 

18 

63,60 

60,60,60 

60,60 

60 
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